KIOTO,  JAPAN—A  GREAT  OP- 
PORTUNITY,  A GREAT 
RESPONSIBILITY. 


BY  REV.  W.  A.  DAVIS. 

Kioto  is  a city  of  380,000  inhabitants, 
915  Buddhist  temples,  95  Shinto  shrines, 
many  government  schools,  and  a conserva- 
tive population. 

What  has  the  Church  done  to  show  her 
interest  in  this  center  of  life,  with  its  teem- 
ing population  ? Other  denominations  have 
wrought  well  in  school  and  Church  plants, 
and  have  had  good  results;  but  even  these 
have  been  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  multitudes  which  throng  the  streets 
and  of  the  splendid  student  body  which 
crowds  the  institutions  of  learning.  The 
latter  come  from  all  parts  of  Japan,  and 
will  go  out  to  all  parts  of  the  Orient  to 
exert  their  influence  and  carry  forward  the 
cause  of  enlightenment  and  of  Christianity 
if  they  are  brought  within  its  influence. 

Our  own  Church  has  a magnificent  op- 
portunity for  reaching  both  classes?  since 
our  missionary  home  and  headquarters  is 
located  in  a convenient  center  for  work 
among  students.  We  have  an  organized 
Church  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  where  there 
are  thirty  thousand  people  nearer  to  us 
than  to  any  other  denomination.  In  this 
locality  our  Board  of  Missions  has  bought 
a good  lot,  and  on  it  we  hope  to  build  a 


modest  but  suitable  church  which  will  cost 
$7,000  when  completed. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we  have 
begun  a mission  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  city,  where  there  is  a population  of  sev- 
enty-five thousand  people,  including  two  of 
the  largest  public  schools  of  high  grade. 
There  is  no  Christian  work  here  but  ours. 
Just  across  the  river,  on  the  slopes  of  the 
beautiful  eastern  mountains,  is  another  un- 
reached section  of  fifty  thousand  people. 
Then  south  of  the  city  and  connected  by 
electric  cars  is  a town  of  thirty  thousand 
people,  among  whom  we  are  the  only  work- 
ers. Thus,  in  an  aggregate  population  of 
more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
thousand  souls  we  stand  alone. 

What  are  we  doing  for  these  who  are 
dependent  upon  us  for  the  gospel?  One 
missionary,  one  Japanese  pastor,  one  lay 
preacher,  and  one  Bible  woman  is  the  force. 
One  residence  and  three  rented  native 
houses  constitute  the  equipment.  These 
native  houses  cannot  possibly  be  adapted  to 
our  uses  with  their  narrow  rooms,  low  ceil- 
ings, bad  light  and  ventilation. 

What  do  the  Japanese  think  of  us?  They 
have  their  915  Buddhist  and  95  Shinto  tem- 
ples to  show  their  devotion  to  their  own 
religions.  Their  government  has  provided 
ample  buildings  for  schools,  post  and  tele- 
graph offices,  and  for  executive  purposes. 
The  inevitable  conclusion  is  that  the 
Church  is  a side  issue,  an  apology,  a 
mere  pretense.  In  the  presence  of  the 
great  Buddhist  temples  and  costly  commer- 
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cial  structures  we  cannot  hold  up  our  heads, 
let  alone  advance  or  fulfill  our  God-given 
mission.  We  must  build  a commodious 
church  in  the  center  of  the  city.  We  do 
not  ask  for  a costly  structure,  but  one 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  a well-organized 
Church.  It  should  have  a seating  capacity 
of  at  least  six  hundred,  and  be  supplied 
with  every  modern  convenience  for  Sunday 
school  and  other  work.  With  the  nucleus 
we  already  have,  we  could  soon  have  a large 
self-supporting  Church,  which  would  be  a 
power  house  for  evangelizing  the  entire 
city. 

Given  this  plant,  we  could  establish  later 
on  an  Institutional  Church  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  needs  of  the  Japanese  people.  In 
it  we  should  have  evangelistic  services  ev- 
ery night,  Bible  classes,  English  classes,  lay 
leaders’  classes,  and  some  charitable  fea- 
tures of  institutional  work.  Again,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  there  should  be  planted 
a neat  little  chapel;  and  in  the  suburban 
town  of  Fushimi  we  should  add  a small 
and  inexpensive  but  well-appointed  church. 
Without  these  buildings  we  are  not  only 
wasting  our  opportunity,  but  our  energies. 
With  such  a policy  and  the  planting  of  the 
central  church  at  $7,000,  the  others  would 
come  in  a short  time,  and  would  go  to  the 
building  up  of  a powerfully  intrenched 
Methodism. 

We  have  been  in  Kioto  just  ten  years, 
and  as  a result  one  hundred  and  fifty  Chris- 
tians are  on  our  Church  roll,  and  many 
more  have  come  and  gone.  If  these  re- 
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suits,  in  addition  to  the  establishment  of 
homes  and  the  strengthening  of  the  moral 
character  of  many  a citizen,  have  been  se- 
cured with  such  inadequate  equipment,  may 
we  not  consider  this  as  a rich  and  potential 
field  worthy  of  concentrated  effort? 

Less  than  twenty-five  years  ago,  when 
the  Buddhists  desired  to  build  a temple  in 
Kioto  worthy  of  their  sect,  they  sent  a call 
to  every  Buddhist  in  Japan.  Responses 
came  from  every  quarter,  and  a million  dol- 
lars was  placed  at  their  disposal.  Among 
the  gifts  was  one  which  indicated  a devo- 
tion greater  by  far  than  that  measured  by 
money ; Fifty  thousand  Buddhist  women  cut 
off  their  black  tresses  and  gave  them  to  the 
priest,  who  in  turn  wove  them  into  great 
cables  fifteen  hundred  feet  in  length  and 
five  inches  in  diameter,  which  were  used  to 
raise  the  immense  beams  wliich  supported 
the  ponderous  roof  of  this  heathen  temple. 

Surely,  in  the  light  of  urgent  peed,  of 
golden  opportunity,  and  of  a responsibility 
measured  by  the  constraining  love  of  Christ, 
the  response  to  this  appeal  for  a sum  suffi- 
cient with  which  to  build  a Methodist 
church  in  the  city  of  Kioto  will  not  be  made 
in  vain. 

The  preachers  of  the  Missouri  Confer- 
ence have  already  pledged  over  $3,000.  The 
subscriptions  made  in  response  to  the  fore- 
going appeal  should  be  sent  to  J.  D.  Ham- 
ilton, Treasurer  Board  of  Missions,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

Board  of  Missions  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
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